
HiMama Helps Webinar
How To Run A Distance Learning Program



Your Hosts 

Ria Simon

Getting Married 
in 23 days!

Carmen Choi

Obsessed with 
food and yoga

Kiah Price

Won a 
watermelon eating 

competition



Disclaimer

This content is not personalized legal advice for your center. 
The goal is to have a conversation around the topic to inspire 
and give you ideas that you can implement at your centers.

Each State and Province has different licensing rules and 
regulations. Please consult with your own legal and 
financial advisors before implementing something that 
you are not 100% sure about at your center. 



Topics Covered

● Virtual learning set up 
● Supporting distance learning 
● Tips to help balance in class learning 

and distance learning
● Parents benefits 
● HiMama is here to help - Activity 

Database 



Virtual Circle 
Time

(A Refresher!)



What is a virtual circle time? 

● Circle time is an important as it holds the main 
learning theme for the day 

● Became very popular during COVID-19 

● Teachers can choose to record or run a live 
session 

● Allows for the children to see familiar faces and 
interact with their peers (if live) 

    ✉ Share it with families 



Equipment 

● Find the equipment that works 
for you: 

○ Phone 
○ Computer 
○ Ring light 
○ Tripod
○ Popsocket 



Set up filming area 

● Clear a space for filming 

● Prep materials 

● Write up cues notes to 
keep you on track 



Plan it out 

Step by step 

● Plan it out (get creative with a 
spreadsheet!)

● Gather + keep materials in one place

● Lights, Camera, Position

● Go with the flow!



Record it, or live session?

● Pre recorded
○ You can re-record if 

you mess up 
○ Lower chance of 

things going wrong on 
the spot 

○ Doesn’t use a lot of 
wi-fi

○ Can do it on your own 
time

● Live 
○ More audience 

interaction
○ Great for building 

relationships
○ Go with children’s 

learning
○ Lots of conversation 
○ Longer 

time-commitment

Both are meaningful! 



Creating a youtube channel 

● Have teacher work from home by creating 
videos for learning 

● This is  a   great way to involve staff who are 
still anxious about returning 

● Post them on a private youtube channel 
for parents to access for their children.



Kiah’s Planning Process

● Get organized with a spreadsheet!

● Keep an ongoing document of learning 
outcomes and themes for circle time

● Lean into the children’s learning 

● Track children’s learning and development



Kiah’s Planning Process

● Reflect and ask for feedback (other educators, 
families, peers)

● If something isn’t working, treat it as part of the 
learning process

● Accommodate different learning styles



Learning Styles!

● Audio and visual learners 
● Tactile

● Don’t forget that you’re the pro & work with 
parents!



Distance 
Learning



Why have distance learning 

● Many centers have adapted to 
having some sort of distance 
learning program

● Using as a supplemental income for 
children who have not yet returned 
○ Creating packages for parents

●  Provides value for families

● Protects your centers brand 

 



What is distance learning

● Distance learning is online learning

● Within the childcare setting it is best described as 
hosting virtual circle times or activities 

○ Activities can range from how to set up 
activities to doing an activity while live with a 
group of children 

○ Show and tell zoom conference 



Distance Learning Benefits & Challenges

● Benefits  
○ If recording, parents can access videos 

at any time 
○ Children can learn at their own pace 
○ Centers are creating packages for 

parents so this helps with additional 
costs 

● Challenges 
○ Needing to be aware of everyone’s tech 

and access 



Connecting In-class and distance learning

● Broadcast some classes live 

● During a scheduled circle time and 
allow children to attend through 
zoom 

● This will let children who are at home 
feel apart of their center

● Also for some social interaction 



Building community  
● Important because you feel united and 

apart of something  

● Buddy up 
○ Have a child at home partner up with a 

child who is attending the center 
○ Scheduled calls through Zoom, 

Facetime, Whatsapp 

● Allow the children to work together on a 
project or sharing items they have 

 



Benefits for parents  

● Helps aid in mental health 

● Gives the child something to look 
forward to

● Helps parents establish a sense of 
routine 

● Will help parents a chance to connect 
with their child’s development 



Supporting learning at home  
● Create a lesson bag 

○ For the children at home send 
them a hands on lesson bag

○ The child and can attend a 
zoom call and participate in the 
activity with their peers 

○ Example: Crayons, coloring 
pages, personal playdough, 
small containers of paint with 
brush 

HiMama’s activity center 
is is also designed to use 
materials you already 
have at home 



Activity 
Center









Can download as a PDF to 
send to families or keep on 
file 



Open 
Audience 
Questions



Shout-outs!



Certificate Instructions
1. Please check your Inbox for an email from WebinarJam titled “Your 

Webinar Certificate” 

2. That email will include a link to the certificate for today’s session that you 
can download. 
 

3. You will need to fill in your name and center name information. You 
can do this using a PDF form filler or print a copy and fill it out manually. 

4. That’s it, you’re done!

5. If you miss it today, watch out for the Show Notes email tomorrow - we will 
be sending it out there as well.



What’s Next?

● Show Notes & Recording - You will  receive an email 
linking to resources and this recording tomorrow! 

● Our next session will be Back To School & COVID-19 
happening next week at the same place and same 
time - September 3rd



We’d love YOUR input! 

● We’ve shared the survey 
link in the blue box 
above the chat! 

● Take the survey here: 
https://forms.gle/rVRECi
gu46UWt4ZN7

https://forms.gle/rVRECigu46UWt4ZN7
https://forms.gle/rVRECigu46UWt4ZN7


Follow us on Social Media!

Search “HiMama” and 
check out daily activity 
ideas from our database 
and connect with fellow 
ECE’s!

@himamaapp
Find classroom resources, 
activity ideas and our links to 
our preschool podcast!

@himamaapp
Free classroom printables 
and idea from our Activity 
Database

Himama.com
Home of the activity 
database, blog and 
product information



We are all in this 
together,
stay Healthy and 
safe! 

Thanks for spending 
your time with us!


